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LETTER TO HOUSEHOLD 2023-24 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Good nutrition is a vital part of a student’s ability to learn and to make the most of their educational experience.  
The Department of Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) offers healthy meals to students every school day.  
There is no charge for breakfast under Provision 2 in Brevard County.  Students may buy lunch for $2.10 in 
elementary school or $2.50 in middle and high schools.  The information submitted on the Free and Reduced-
Price Meals application may qualify your child/ren for free or reduced-price meals. The price for a reduced 
meal is $0.40.  If approved, the free or reduced meal benefits are effective for the entire school year. 
 
Below are some common questions and answers to aid in the process of determining your child’s eligibility for 
meals: 
 
1. Do I need to fill out an application for each child? No. For your convenience, the Free and Reduced 

Application will include all students in your household.  Applications are available online at 
www.brevardschools.org/page/3473 and may be completed on a computer or mobile device. We 
cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information, sign 
electronically and submit. 
 

2. Who can receive free/reduced meals? All children in households receiving Florida SNAP (Food 
Stamps), the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Florida Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF) can get free meals regardless of your income.  Also, your children may be 
eligible to receive free/reduced price meals if your household’s gross income is within the free/reduced 
limits on the Federal Income Guidelines. 

 
IMPORTANT: If you have received a NOTICE OF DIRECT CERTIFICATION letter for free meals, 
please do not complete an application. Please notify FNS at (321) 633-1000 x11642 or (321) 633-
1000 x11655 or via e-mail at: fnshelpdesk@brevardschools.org if you did not receive a Direct 
Certification letter for all students living in your household. 
 

REDUCED PRICE MEAL SCALE 

                                      Household 
                                          Size          Annually                  Monthly                   2 x’s Monthly                Biweekly             Weekly 

1          26.973         2,248         1,124          1,038           519 

2       36,482         3,041         1,521          1,404           702 

3       45,991         3,833         1,917          1,769           885 

4       55,500         4,625         2,313          2,135        1,068 

5       65,009         5,418         2,709          2,501        1,251 

6       74,518         6,210         3,105          2,867        1,434 

7       84,027         7,003         3,502          3,232        1,616 
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meals, please call Ivette Collado, Homeless Liaison, at (321) 633-1000 x11294, Candi Polhill, Migrant 
Coordinator, at 633-1000 x11355 or Terri Barlow, Head Start Assistant Director, at 617-7786 x31388 to 
see if your child or children qualify. 

 
5. Who can get reduced price meals? Your children may get reduced price meals if your household 

income is within the reduced-price limits on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart shown on page 1.   
 
6. Should I fill out an application if I received a letter this school year stating my children are 

approved for free or reduced-price meals?  Please read the letter you received carefully and follow the 
instructions.  Call FNS at (321) 633-1000 x11642 or (321) 633-1000 x11655 if you have any questions.  
 

7. My child’s application was approved last year.  Do I need to fill out another one this year?  YES.  
Your child’s application is only valid for last school year and for the first 30 days of this school year OR 
until a new application is processed.  You must send in a new application unless you received a NOTICE 
OF DIRECT CERTIFICATION for the new school year. Please notify FNS at (321) 633-1000 x11642 or 
(321) 633-1000 x11655 or via e-mail at: fnsfhelpdesk@brevardschools.org if you did not receive a 
Direct Certification letter for all students living in your household. 
 

8. I get WIC.  Can my child(ren) get free meals?  Children in households participating in WIC may be 
eligible for free or reduced-price meals.  Please fill out an application. 
 

9. Will the information I give be checked?  Yes, we may ask you to send written proof of the information 
you submit at any time during the school year. 

 
10. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply again later?  Yes.  You may apply at any time during the school year 

if you have any changes to your household size, income or if you become eligible to receive SNAP (Food 
Stamps) or TANF.  Children with a parent/guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for 
free and reduced-price meals if the household income drops below the income limit. 

 
11. What if I disagree with the decision about my application?  You may call FNS at (321) 633-1000 

x11642, (321) 633-1000 x11655 or write to Mr. Kevin M. Thornton, Director of Food and Nutrition 
Services, 2700 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Viera, FL   32940, to discuss your application or request a 
hearing. 

 
12. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. Citizen? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not 

have to be U.S. citizens to qualify for free or reduced-price meals. 
 
13. Who should I include as members of my household?  You must include all people living in your 

household, related or not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends).  You must include yourself 
and all the children who live with you. If you live with other people who are economically independent (for 
example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with you or your children, and who 
pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them. 

 
14. What if my income is not always the same?  List the amount that you normally receive.  For example, if 

you normally get $1000 each month, but missed some work last month and only got $900, put down that 
you get $1000 per month.  If you normally get overtime, include it, but not if you get it only sometimes.  If 
you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income. 

 
15. We are in the military.  Do we include deployed service members in our household size?  Yes, 

deployed service members are considered part of the household.  Families should include the names of 
the deployed service members on their application.  Report only that portion of the deployed service 
member’s income made available to them or on their behalf to the family.  The determining official would 
count the service member as part of the household in establishing a child’s eligibility for free and reduced-
price meals. 

 
16. Do we include our military housing allowance as income?  If your housing is part of the Military 

Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income.  All other allowances 
must be included in your gross income. 
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17. My spouse is deployed to a combat zone.  Is his/her combat pay counted as income? 


